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	1.0.Summary:


1.1. This is a brief report of a travel (18-24 Sept.) by Jacky Foo (Globetree, Sweden) from Nairobi to Maikona and to several outstations of the Maikona Catholic Mission in Huri Hills. The author is grateful to Fr. Eugene Blaj and his associates (Fr. Isidor, Sr. Betzabe and Sr.Theresa) who assisted in planning of visits to several of the 21 nursery schools, and other potential sites for projects development.
1.2. Maikona town is located in an arid zone in the north of Kenya and beside the Chalbi Desert. Outstations that are located in the Huri Hills and near the Ethiopian border are on hills of above 1000 ft and have a cooler climate but still with a long dry period. Eight of the 21 nursery schools are at these outstations. Most of the 800 or more children who attend nursery schools are from nomadic colonies around Maikona town and in the Huri Hills. Nurseries are established by the communities and in cooperation with the Catholic Mission as their sponsors. Two nursery schools have other co-sponsors, e.g. Marsabit District office.
1.3. The purpose of the travel was to visit the sites where project ideas were suggested by Sr. Mary and Sr. Andrea and to investigate if they can be developed into project proposals. Project ideas can be grouped into two and based on their locations or based on needs of the nursery schools and local communities. 
There are two location areas 
(i) Maikona and its surrounding area (less than 12 km) 
(ii) outstations in Huri Hills. 
The items related to needs : 
(a) access to water
(b) cooking fuel for nursery schools, 
(c) lighting
(d) diet, nutrition, health 
(e) sanitation 
(f) education 
(g) income generation 
(h) food production.
1.4. Nine project ideas for activities were identified. An action plan will enable Globetree to continue to communicate via email with established contacts so that  selected project ideas can be developed further into project proposals and to identify appropriate funding agencies for submission of grant applications. Maikona Catholic Mission will also identify donors and sponsors and to involve Globetree in the implementation of projects.
	2.0.  Organization 
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The Mission in Maikona is under the Catholic Diocese of Marsabit. The Parish in Maikona was established after a request by the Bishop of Marsabit to Romania some 30 years ago. It is now actively led by Fr Eugene Blaj with the assistance of 2 Romanian priests (Fr Victor and Fr Isidor), 4 Mexican Sisters (Sr. Mary, Sr. Andrea, Sr. Betzabet and Sr Theresa) and 2 nurses (Rose and Buke). Maikona Catholic Mission has several outstations with churches and missionary activities. It also sponsors and assists many community activities for children, their education and health, use of renewable energy, access to water, and provides aid and relief when needed. In cooperation with the community and with sponsorship, it has helped to establish a network of 21 nursery schools in the region.
Maikona is a small town with about 2000 inhabitants in Marsabit District (in the central north of Kenya. It is about 4 hrs from the border of Ethiopia. Asphalt road is available from Nairobi to Isiola (4 hrs drive) and after that it is a dirt road for 7 hrs to Marsabit. This road is currently being upgraded as a highway to connect Ethiopia. From Marsabit, there is a stony or sandy track (for trucks and land rovers) to Maikona (about 4 hrs drive). 
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Maikona town is within the borders of the Chalbi Desert and its flora is limited to drought-resistant acacia trees and grasses which create an environment suitable for camels, goats and rabbits. Maikona is also the only place with ground water (brackish and fresh water) and so all livestock gather there to drink. 
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Camels gather at waterholes for their drink of brackish water near Maikona town.

Outstations at Gabu and Baqaqa (picture below) are on the Huri Hills, the cooler climate favours fog and dew formation for the grasslands. Rain is the primary water resource for the Hills and is captured and stored for use during the dry and hot season. Whenever there is a scarcity of water, livestock and people have to go to Maikona for water.
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An outstation church at Baqaqa
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Outstation church at Forole (Kenya and Ethiopia share the border on the hills).



