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Letter of Intent: Grants Promote Native Cultural Traditions 
Submitted to Ringing Rocks Foundation, USA. 
Title: 
Indigenous healing practices of the Gabbra Tribe in Eastern Kenya : Collection, Publication and Education
Background:
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Maikona Catholic Mission supports 21 community-based nursery schools with about 800 children of nomadic tribes around Maikona, Chalbi Desert and the Hurri Hills (Marsabit District of Eastern Kenya) by providing materials for construction and food supplies for their lunches. Many of the children belong to the Gabbra tribe that total about 25,000 in population and inhabiting between east of Lake Turkana to the Mega District of Ethiopia. Gabbra are experts in camel breeding and their nomadic and herdmen lifestyles require skills  to survive in isolation with traditional healing practices for themselves and their livestock. 
The Mission had a mobile clinic project which was suspended in 2007 due to the lack of funds to continue. Now patients need to walk up to 20 km to the dispensary. For patients who cannot walk, they would send someone who can walk 60 km to get the medicine. There is no phone network in Maikona. When the mobile clinic project was on-going, children under 5 years old were immunized. Now children beyond 10 km do not come for immunization at the dispensary. The limitations of such a centralised dispensary demonstrate the need to recognise traditional practices which have kept the Gabbras alive for generations. There is a need to document and to preserve such proven and traditional healing practices of the Gabbras.
Project Objectives

The project will initiate the start-up and program development for documenting traditional healing practices of the Gabbra Tribe and healing practices for their camels and goats. 
Method

When Maikona Catholic Mission makes its delivery of food supplies to the nursery schools in the outstations, the appointed Gabbra youth(s) will take a ride in the land rover and will collect information. This information will be documented in Gabbra/local language and also translated into English. 

Expected Results

Published materials that can be used by the elders and parents at nursery schools so that they themselves can educate the younger generation and thereby conserving their unique indigenous healing practices. 
The project will contribute to the Foundation’s mission in education, publishing and promotion of grassroots partnerships as well as promoting the continuance of indigenous knowledge and cultures. 
Project partners 
(i) Maikona Catholic Mission (Eastern Kenya): 

Contact – Fr Eugene Blaj (maikonaparish@yahoo.com)

(ii) Globetree (Sweden, http://www.globetree.org). 
Contact: Jacky E.L. Foo (jacky.foo@gmail.com)

Budget

The budget will be used to cover costs for the collection of practices and documentation and printing. 

Reference:
Consolata Fathers (year ??): Gabbra. 31 pages. English/Italian/German. Available from Consolata Fathers. PO Box 14681 00800 Nairobi, Westlands. Tel: (20) - 4442011 

